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Box No. I 



Basis of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ 

This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

a sequence listing 
[~~] table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

[ j in written format 

| | in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

[ | contained in the international application as filed. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form 
[ j | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. f J In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 

furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished 



4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(i) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 4-6, 8, 11 



Claims 1-3, 7, 9-10, 12-17 



Claims 



Claims 1-17 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1 ~ 1 7 
Claims 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



YES 
NO 



Citations and explanations: 

1. Reference is made to the following documents: 
Dl: US-A-5 525 314 

D2: US 2002/053528 
D3: US-A-4 615 461 
D4: US-A-4 342 403 
D5: US-A-5 732 820 
D6: WO 03/018420 

Clarity PCT Article 6 

2. Although claims 1 and 12 were drafted in the form of 
distinct independent claims, it seems that they have the 
same subject matter and that they only differ from each 
other by a variation in the definition of the subject 
matter for which protection is sought . 

Consequently, these claims are not concise and therefore 
do not satisfy the requirements of PCT Article 6. 

Novelty PCT Article 33(2) 

3. The present application fails to comply with the 
requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 1-3, 7, 9, 10 and 12-17 does not meet 
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the requirement of novelty defined in PCT Article 33(2) 



3.1 Document Dl describes a tool storing device (10) 
(figures 1-8) comprising: 
claim 1: - a container (14) 

- closing means (12) complementary to said container, 
also being a gripping means 

- closing means comprises a flat horizontal part (12) and 
two vertical planes (20) , the said vertical planes (20, 
18) acting as a gripping means and forming with the said 
flat part a means for opening by exerting pressure on the 
said vertical planes 

claim 2: - the tools are drill bits (31) 
claim 3: - the flat part (12) is used for expulsion 
claim 7: - the container (14) comprises at least one 
opening ( 14 9 ) 

claims 12-17: a box with an opening system 



3.2 Document D2 describes a tool storing device (figures 

1-8) comprising: 

claim 1: - a container (10) 

- closing means (20) comprises a flat horizontal part 
(50) and two vertical planes (22) forming with the said 
flat part a means for opening by exerting pressure on the 
said vertical planes 

claims 9—10: the cover is made of a semi-rigid plastic 
material 

claims 12-17: a box with an opening system 
Inventive Step PCT Article 33(3) 



4 . The present application fails to comply with the 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 

requirements of PCT Article 33(1) since the subject 
matter of claims 4-6, 8 and 11 does not involve an 
inventive step as defined in PCT Article 33(3). 
In claims 4-6, 8 and 11, a slight modification of the 
storing device (sliding device, material, anti-slip 
agent) described in claim 1 is defined; this modification 
comes within the scope of the customary practice followed 
by persons skilled in the art and the advantages thus 
achieved can readily be foreseen (See Document D3 : 
sliding tongues, Document D4 transparent material, 
Document D5 : anti-slip agent). Consequently, the subject 
matter of claims 4-6, 8 and 11 does not appear to involve 
an inventive step. 



Other comments 



5. Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii), 
the relevant prior art disclosed in documents D1-D2 is 
not mentioned in the description, nor are these documents 
identified therein. 
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